90                         LATIN CHRISTIANITY                   BOOK VII

allegiance had made them endure the dissolution of all
order in the state, the loss of peace in all the churches
of the realm, the majesty of the empire subverted, the
dignity of the puhlic morals debased, the laws sus-
pended, the ruin of justice and piety. As long as his
temporal life was concerned, they had borne all this
out of respect for their oath of fealty; but now that he
was cut off by the sentence of the Pope from the
Church of God, it would be madness not to seize the
hour of deliverance. It was their fixed determination,
therefore, without delay to provide " a man to go before
them, and to wage the war of the Lord," to the destruc-
tion of his pride who had lifted himself against the
justice and truth of God and the authority of the Roman
Church.

The treacherous Archbishop of Mentz had given
orders to collect all the boats upon the Ehine, in order
to attack Henry at Oppenheim, to seize his person,
disperse his followers, and by one decisive blow to end
the contest. But the partisans of Henry and Henry
himself drew courage from the desperate state of their
affairs. They boldly manned the shores, and bade de-
fiance to their enemies. The confederates shrank from
the conflict; some were not prepared for the last extre-
mity of arms; others, remembering Hohenburg, might
dread the issue of a battle even at such advantage. But
this was a transient gleam of courage and success; the
consciousness of his weakness returned; Henry was at
the mercy of his revolted subjects. He had but to
accept the hard terms which they might be pleased to
impose. The terms were these: the whole affair was
to be reserved for the decision of the supreme Pontiff,
who was to hold a council at Augsburg o'u the feast of
the Purification in the ensuing year. In the mean time